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Alameda Creek listed
as steelhead habita;t

By Matt Carter
STAFE WAITER

FREMONT — It saay be more than two years
Before work gets under way to remove ohstacles
that prevent the Central Coaat steelhead from re-
turhiing from the ocean to apawn n Alameda
Creelt. - ' o

But tn a Htfle more than two weeks, much of
the Alameda Creek watershed will be protected
by federal 'aw as critical habitat for the threat-
ened fish's aurvival, : :

A8 of March 17, the National Marine Fisheries
Service will consider atreama in the watershed
where the ateelhead have traditionally spawned o
be critical habitat, such as Alamerla Creek.in Fre-
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While amall populations of
landlecked radnbow brout be
lfeved to be capable of breeding

‘Central Codst steelhead now ive

in the watershed, they do not

_enjey the samme protectons af-
forded steelhead. ' :

Profects near the streains re-

- quirtng federal permits will be-

subfect to review under the En-
dangered Speciea Act, mven
the projects wonld not result 1n
immedlate harm to steelhead

troat.,

The impact of these and
other federal rules on' activities
Tarn frsn construction and
catile grazing to gravel mining
and flood control remains to be
seen, mesnbera of a muafb-
agency cominiftes studying ways
o manage the Alameda Creek

CWaterahed. were itaold

Wednesday. .

T personally don't think it
will be a huge fmpact on any-
body," safd Pete Alexander, a
Qaherfea speclalist for the East

" Bay Reglonal Park District. “The

doors will stil Be open to devel-
opment, it will just have io be
motre  envitonmentally senisi-
Hve.” ;
A January study fanded by
Alameda County and the Cali-
fornia Coastal Conservincy
found that hutlding flsh ladders
around” barriera in lower Ala-

. meda Creek could pgive steel-

head access to 20 imfles of
potential spawning grounds,

Laura Kilgour, a water te-
sources biologlst with the ala-
meda Connty Flood Control and
Water Conservatlon Districf,
said the agency ls hoping to
meet a September deadiine to
apply for up to 35 million for
the project from the Army
Corps of Enginesrs. The oorps
would thee meed two io three
years to study the feasibility of
the profect. .

"The problems ave. far from
insurmountable," Kilgour. said.
“If everything goes well in the fi-
tare, they will be able to come
up throngh: Mlameda Creek and
complete thetr life cyele”



